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Film Summary and Reflection: Lessons from Death Row Inmates
	David R. Dow is one of the esteemed professor’s at the University of Houston law center who has been vigorously involved in defending defendants in death penalty cases. His commitment, as well as passion in defending the death row inmates, is justified in his 2012 TED speech on the ‘lessons from death row inmates'. Looking at precisely the summary of the contents and concluding by reflecting on the impacts and purpose of the film will shed light on the topic of death row inmates and what needs to be done in curbing the same. 
Going through the presentation, professor Dow shares lessons learned from over 100 death row inmates over the past 20 years. For instance, there has been a huge increase in the number of violence cases reported. This tends to create alarm and a lot of sense to the listeners an aspect that shows the importance of caring for the inmates and also fighting for their justice after their death. By professor Dow creating the sense of the kind of life that the row inmates go through, this shows the level of defense that the inmates need to be given to avoid unnecessary deaths which occur after they are propelled to engage in violence.
Professor Dow starts with elaborating on what a death penalty case entails. He states that death penalty consists of four chapters which are very crucial than anyone would ever think of. The first chapter consists of murder, followed by trial, sentence and finally death appeal. The second chapter consists of a very complicated legal proceeding known as the state habeas. Federal habeas is the third chapter of death penalty case which has the same level of legal complicated proceedings as the state habeas (Dow, 2012). Finally, in the fourth chapter of the death penalty case, a variety of things can happen which include clemency, communication, return to court and execution. He states that the high numbers of death row inmates before he started to defend the inmates were contributed by the lack of lawyers for the defendants mainly during the second chapter of death penalty case.
Information from BJA Center for Program Evaluation and Performance Measurement (2018), in the presentation also expounds on the fact that 80 percent of the death row inmates come mainly from dysfunctional family. Professor Dow states that given the name of any of the death row inmates irrespective of where they come from, he will write a bibliography about them and the information brought together will be more or less accurate.
Another thing expounded from the research conducted has expounded that 80 percent of the death row inmates are people who have had exposure to the juvenile justice system. Professor Dow assumes that the deaths later reported from such individuals may be as a result of lack of proper guidance during their stay during incarceration. Research has clarified that a number of death row inmates who have been in juvenile justice system sums up to 76 percent (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2018). For that reason, Professor Dow claims that if the proper sort of interventions is applied during the earlier stages, such individuals are less likely to be involved in committing violent crimes later on.
Although people can disagree on whether a murderer should be executed, Professor Dow opinion is that they can agree on a different story where no murder occurs (Dow, 2012). Hence from this, it comes out clearly that death row inmates cases should be avoided at all costs through educating the young youths on the consequences. This will make the incarceration to be of use to the inmates during and after their stay in the juvenile justice system.
In the 2012 Dow TED speech he concentrates on the ideas of the anti-death penalty campaigners and those of the pro-death penalty and where they specifically meet at the topic of intervention (Dow, 2012). However, from Dow perspective, it seems what people are talking nowadays in regard to anti-death penalty is rocket science. He refers to the deeds of most of the parents and grown up as rocket science since what they give to the young youth is a shoulder that direct them to a path leading them to violence and later death.
According to Dow's view on the topic of death row inmates, he concludes that early intervention is a more practical solution and more appropriate use of the taxpayer’s money. He asserts that the government uses $15,000 on intervening the lives of the most disadvantaged children using the tax payer’s money (Dow, 2012). From such spending, it has been clarified that the government ends up saving $80,000 in crime-related costs that could have been experienced on the way. For that reason, investing more in the interventions during the juvenile justice system would help to restrict defendants from committing violent crimes and there later on preventing more deaths from the same.
In conclusion, after precisely looking at the contents of the Dow’s 2012 TED film viewers are now informed of the need to curb violence as a way to reduce death row inmate’s cases. After a period of 4 years after from the time of the professor Dow speech, one of the major impact it has on the country is the decrease in the number of executions that have been experienced across America. The number has decreased to a recommendable level where every citizen of sound mind can stand up and say, yes, we deserve such talks which are full of moral principles that aim at making our youths better. This leaves the government with the responsibility of discouraging talks that give a firm shoulder to the youths in directing them to a path that leads to committing crimes and later resulting in death. The purpose of this speech, therefore, is to inform both the government and the members of the public that there exists a greater responsibility for both of them to guide the young generation in avoiding crimes as a way of reducing the number of death row inmates. Again, showing the sense of investing during childhood also comes out as another purpose which drove Professor Dow to do the presentation.
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